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INTRODUCTION 
Background and Objectives of Climate Smart Communities 

Climate Smart Communities (CSC) is a New York State program that supports local 
governments in leading their communities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and 
adapt to the effects of climate change. The CSC program began in 2009 as an interagency 
initiative of New York State; the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) acts as the 
main administrator of the program. 

By taking the Climate Smart Communities Pledge, a community expresses its commitment to 
taking action on climate change and is designated a Registered Climate Smart Community. 
Becoming a member of the CSC program is free and voluntary; there are no fees or legal 
requirements. Registered communities have made a commitment to act by passing the CSC 
pledge which Pleasant Valley did in 2016. 

The Climate Smart Communities Certification Program is a set of actions wherein a community 
strives to complete, through a Climate Smart Community Task Force, actions that mitigate and 
adapt to climate change on a local level.  Each community defines its own best strategies for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, building resiliency to the impacts of climate change, save 
taxpayer dollars, improve community public health and safety, support a green innovation 
economy, and demonstrate leadership, cutting energy use, reducing emissions and adapting 
and mitigating climate change.  

Certified Communities are the foremost leaders in the state; they have gone beyond the CSC 
pledge by completing and documenting these actions. They benefit their communities through 
pursuit of the following CSC resources: 

• Funding for climate change mitigation and adaptation programs via the DEC CSC Grant 
program. 

• Reduction of the cost of clean vehicles and associated charging/fueling stations via the 
DEC Municipal Zero-emissions Vehicle Rebate program. 

• Free technical assistance for clean energy and climate change initiatives from regional 
coordinators. 

• Online guidance and decision-support tools via web pages. 
• Exploration of best practices through CSC webinars. 
• Networking with like-minded community leaders at CSC events and workshops. 

 

By implementing certification actions, communities experience the following local benefits: 

• Cost savings through greater efficiency 
• Greater energy independence and energy security 
• Improved air quality from switching to clean energy 
• Healthier, more walkable urban centers through smart growth 
• Conservation of green spaces for recreation and biodiversity 
• Reduction of future flood risk through climate change adaptation strategies 
• Investment in an economy that supports sustainability and green businesses 
• Greater engagement with residents who care about the future of their homet  
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PE9 Action: Climate Change Education & Engagement 
 

Why is this action important? 

 

Public education, outreach, and engagement are critical to preparing communities for the effects 
of climate change and to enlist the public in taking steps to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions as part of preventing further climate change. Engagement initiatives are often most 
effective when local governments partner with regional planning organizations and/or outreach 
specialists who can help them reach a wide range of community stakeholders. Outreach efforts 
provide opportunities to collaborate with nontraditional stakeholder groups, start conversations 
about the community’s future, deepen a sense of identity and social cohesion, and identify 
innovative ways to reduce GHG emissions and build community resilience to climate change. 

For more information about this CSC Action, please visit: 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/actions/#open/action/122 

How to obtain points for this action: 

Points for this action are tiered based on whether the focus of the education and engagement 
program is on reducing GHG emissions in the community (i.e., climate change mitigation) or on 
community adaptation to climate change, or both. 

Possible Points for this action 

● Engagement strategy/activities for climate change mitigation: 4 

● Engagement strategy/activities for climate change adaptation: 4 

  

  

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/actions/#open/action/122
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Goals  

There are five goals Climate Smart Pleasant Valley wishes to accomplish through community 
engagement and education: 

• Helping the community better understand and prepare for the impact of climate change 
on their natural resources, businesses, schools, and agricultural resources; and 
understand pathways for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in their households. 

• Reducing waste to landfill with a key focus on minimizing food waste through 
composting. Exploring ways to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

• Improving water efficiency. Securing our water resources.  
• Generating local renewable energy and improving energy efficiency by enabling 

renewable energy projects for residents and community assets and improving building 
efficiency and access to energy efficient products. 

• Lowering emissions from transportation through supporting community access to 
sustainable transportation options including public transport, cycling, walking and energy 
efficient vehicles. 

• Help the community adapt to climate change through education on: 
a. Reduction of heat risk by conducting education on available cooling centers. 
b. Flood risks and natural methods of risk reduction such as Trees for Tribs 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/43668.html, where greenery is planted around 
tributaries to provide natural flood barriers. 

c. Composting methods for soil regeneration and to reduce stormwater runoff. 

In order to complete the above goals we need to take a look at Pleasant Valley’s demographics, 
assets and vulnerabilities. 

What Does Pleasant Valley Look Like? 

Pleasant Valley is a rural–suburban community distinguished by its three main hamlet 
areas: Pleasant Valley, Salt Point, and Washington Hollow. The town is centrally located in the 
county, northeast of the city of Poughkeepsie. According to the United States Census Bureau, 
the town has a total area of 33.1 square miles, of which 32.6 square miles is land and 0.58 
square miles, or 1.7%, is water. A section of U.S. Route 44 goes through the town in a 
southwestern-northeastern direction. It intersects with the Taconic State Parkway, a north–south 
highway, in the northeast part of the town. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/43668.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poughkeepsie_(city),_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_44_in_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taconic_State_Parkway
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The Town has an array of natural, agricultural and cultural systems that shape the Town and 
provide residents with clean air, clean drinking water and food production assets. 

The Wappinger Creek bisects the Town and is the largest stream and watershed in Dutchess 
County. The Wappinger Creek Valley is the distinctive topographic feature within Pleasant 
Valley, forming a swath approximately one-mile wide through the Town from northeast to 
southwest. This valley is bordered by a ridgeline to the east and gently rolling farmland to the 
west.  

The creek flows in a north–south direction on the eastern side of the Hudson River. The creek's 
source is Thompson Pond near Pine Plains, and it heads southwestward towards its mouth in 
the Hudson River near New Hamburg. Along the way, it goes through fluctuations in width and 
follows an erratic path. It also has sandbars, mudflats and marshes. The creek is also home to 
numerous species, and is an important spawning area for anadromous fish, which thrive in the 
creek between April and June. Largemouth bass, bluegill, pumpkinseed, red-breasted sunfish, 
and brown bullhead, however, are resident species. Also, the creek is annually stocked with 
various species of trout for the purpose of recreational fishing.  

The Creek is one of Pleasant Valley’s greatest assets but it is also one of the most vulnerable 
and due to climate change, it now threatens the town with flooding. 

According to census.gov; in 2020, Pleasant Valley, NY had a population of 9,799 people and a 
median household income in 2019 of $84,645. The race breakdown groups in Pleasant Valley, 
NY are White (Non-Hispanic) (83.9%), Black or African American alone (3.3%), Hispanic or 
Latino (7.1%), Asian alone (1.3%), Two or more races (4.1%). The mean travel time to work for 
works age 16+ was 31.2 minutes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudson_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thompson_Pond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pine_Plains,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hamburg,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anadromous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Largemouth_bass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluegill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumpkinseed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-breasted_sunfish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_bullhead
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The Census also states that that in 2019, 94% of persons aged 25 years + were high school 
graduates or higher and that 30.4% held a bachelor’s degree or higher. Another finding from the 
Census is that 92.7% households have a computer and 86.4% have a broadband Internet 
subscription.  

The demographic data needs to be considered in setting the content, tone, locations, 
scheduling, and direction of our action plan. For example, knowing that 86% of residents have a 
computer and internet is good support for online campaigns but we need to consider that there 
is at least 15% of the community that we will not be reaching. Therefore, we would clearly need 
to also consider physical methods and possibly collaboration with other groups. 

Although not broken down above the community is a mix of ages with about 20% under the age 
of 18 and 15% over the age of 65. Therefore, when engaging with the community we not only 
have to offer an adult action, but we need to consider an action that would keep the younger 
individuals occupied and engaged. Handouts would need to be factual and straightforward for 
the adults while we also need to have handouts that offer education information in a fun 
entertaining way in simpler language.  

We also must consider the median income and poverty level of the community and be sure that 
we are offering affordable ideas to help stop climate change or at the least cost saving actions, 
if not free.  

The town is also compromised of collaborative entities that CS may find helpful in reaching and 
engaging the entirety of the local community:  

Education - The local schools, we have 2 primary schools Traver Rd and West Rd. 

Religion – The town has multiple churches of different disciplines. 

Library – The library has just extended their presence and offer an inviting space for public 
events. 

Industries – Peckham Industries works closely with the DEC and other entities.  

Scouting – There are multiple troops in the area. 

Agriculture – There are many farms and agricultural minded residents such as horse ranchers  
in the Town. 

4H – Many residents belong to the local 4H. 

Neighbors – Cornell Cooperative is right outside of the Town and many neighboring towns a 
Climate Smart Communities and have other environmental groups. 

The strategies, principles, and goals highlighted in this plan will be used to inform, empower, 
and motivate community residents of all ages, socioeconomic statuses, ethnicities, races, 
genders, sexualities, abilities, etc. From residents, local merchants, elected officials, emergency 
responders, and more, this plan will educate about future impacts of climate change, 
adaptations, risk management, and reducing the Town’s contribution to the global carbon 
footprint.  
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Set a Path from Goals to Actions 

Before we even begin to act on public education, outreach and engagement we need to prepare 
a pathway. 

1. Engage the community in developing the plan through:  

a. Identifying vulnerabilities, challenges, and priorities in relation to climate change in concert 
with community members and stakeholders and  

b. Focusing on Participation, Diversity and Inclusion through advertising across multiple 
platforms (including posting flyers on bulletin boards), encouraging anyone and everyone to 
participate in identifying climate challenges by reaching out to as many groups as possible so 
that all voices are represented, and increase accessibility by scheduling events at varying times. 

2. Outline goals for community engagement and education.  

3. Identify strategies to achieve these goals.  

4. Consider working with regional planning organizations and outreach specialists to develop 
the scope and strategies, to the extent possible. Updates to our Comprehensive Plan are in the 
development stage and Climate Smart Pleasant Valley will be a part of the process. 

5. Conduct focus groups, interviews, or surveys to gain a baseline understanding of the issues, 
perceptions, and beliefs about the causes and effects of a changing climate in our community. 

6. Form collaborative partnerships with local groups, businesses, agencies, organizations, non-
profits, schools, government officials and offices, etc. where appropriate and effective.  

7. Leverage existing programs: build on existing programs, initiatives, and resources, and 
engage people where they are, allowing them to take action in line with their interests, expertise, 
or responsibilities.  

8. Train community emergency response teams of volunteer residents to help vulnerable 
neighbors during disasters.  

9. Develop disaster risk preparedness plans.  

10. Integrate community education about climate impacts, adaptations, and mitigation strategies 
by hosting ongoing events and utilizing forms of media.  

11. Build deepened understanding of climate issues such as passing a shade structure policy to 
deal with heat issues. 

12. Be forward looking: continue to expand and re-calibrate strategy and take a forward looking, 
anticipatory approach.  

13. Recognize and celebrate efforts publicly 
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Action Plan 

We as a Climate Smart Task Force will be completing actions as a group but we also need to 
engage and educate residents so we can create a sustainable community. We cannot do or see 
all the ways our town can prepare for climate change and the reduction of greenhouse 
emissions therefore we must also let the community educate us. Even the smallest of actions is 
one step closer to achieving our goals, but a community cannot succeed unless they have the 
education and resources.  

The following is our action plan: 

• Informational materials: gather specific materials that relate to our community and 
design our own and distribute them at various public events. These will include tips and 
ideas, games, resources guide etc. 
Some of these handouts include advantages to DIY composting, stop car idling, 
adapting to heat, adapting to flooding, what you can do at home, DIY rain barrels, DIY 
container gardening, improving the air we breathe, pollinator pathways. 

• Partnering with community-based organizations: coordinate, educate and 
collaborate with various community organizations such as but not limited to: Camp 
Sunny Days, Arlington Central School District, PV Scouts Troop 55, Pleasant Valley 
Library, Cary Institute, Land Conservancies, and the like. 
Activities to include but not limited to; deposit can and bottle collection with Troop 55, 
single use plastic and composting (to name a few) demonstrations at the Recreation 
departments camp, demonstrations and discussions at the library, advertising CS events 
in the Recreation flyers distributed at local schools, inviting Earth2Table to our events, 
including Habitat4Humanity in our events.  

• Hands on Activities: to not only present but to engage such as create a composting jar, 
DIY rain barrel evening offering the beginning of the supplies, repurposing items 
normally discarded such as Trash to Treasure on Earth Day, taking a group walk, 
creating a Repair Café the first one to be held June 4 2022. 

• Movie Nights: show movies that explain climate change and the effects along with what 
we can do to help; we have created a list and reached an agreement with the Library for 
a Monthly Climate Smart Movie Night and have already shown David Attenborough’s A 
Life on our Planet and Wasted the Story of Food Waste along with a discussion 

• Events: have a presence at large public events with take-awaysand hand on activities 
such as PV Weekend, Earth Day Clean Up, Festival of Lights and other community 
events. We have created storyboards about Single Use Plastic and Native Plants, we 
have giveaways such as tire pressure gauges, reusable bags, seeds and plants and will 
expand. We have already attended Pleasant Valley Weekend ’21 and Earth Day 
Cleanup ’21 and ’22. We are currently working on a Green Fair hopefully for ’22. 

• Social Media: created a Facebook page and Instagram account to promote events, give 
ideas, present facts and interact with the community. Social media has been used to 
promote our events, identify when cooling stations are open, share events of 
neighboring towns, offer ways to adapt and mitigate climate change. Using multiple 
social media platforms will engage with different audiences within the community.  

• Website: create website; let the public know who we are and what is a Climate Smart 
Community, include total transparency on what the Task Force is doing by discussing 
completed actions, promote events including registration for events, list resources, give 
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examples of how residents can adapt and mitigate climate change, interact with 
community through blog postings, inform the residents how to deal with emergency such 
as temperature changes ongoing addition of information. Link for website appears on the 
Town’s website which is currently being upgraded. 

• Google: create a google email account to enable direct communication with residents 
and to share ideas and events, publicize the address, become familiar with other google 
apps that can be used to register residents for events, improve communication within the 
group and explore new ways to engage the public. 

• Surveys: to understand where education and engagement is needed and to understand 
the thoughts and concerns of the community, create a survey via social media, website, 
events and/or mail. Keep a tally of the responses received. Analyze the responses to 
see what the public wants to learn more about and what they need to learn more about 
and how they want to learn more. Use this information to plan future events. 

• Workshops: to disseminate information, tools and techniques and to build participant 
networks of support and practice. We have reached an agreement with the library to 
host some of our workshops and are looking at using our natural resources in warm 
months to be the location for future events. The workshops will be on subjects the public 
have requested through survey answers and on what we have discovered that may be 
lacking in information and awareness. 

• Continuing Education: Those within the task force will continue to educate themselves 
through programs such as the Cornell Climate Change Stewards, receiving email alerts 
from the DEC and other organizations and staying on top of current programs and news. 
We will also suggest workshops for Town employees and first responders in the Town. 

 

This plan will evolve in response to participation and mutual learning as we learn the direction 
our path needs to take. 

 

Looking for the Right Direction for the Plan 

Strategies for Identifying Vulnerabilities, Challenges and Priorities 

Our plan encompasses many tools to discover our vulnerabilities, challenges, and priorities but 
we also need to have strategies to make the tools effective. 

Two useful strategies are: 

● Public consultation, where efforts typically offer opportunities for individual opinions or 
feedback on climate issues, plans or decisions, such a strategy would be used with our surveys 
that we are continually update and analyzing to identify or prioritize specific climate issues and 
challenges. 

● Public deliberation, which occurs when community members participate together in give and 
take discussions that provide the local agency with their collective ideas and recommendations 
which is accomplished through discussion at movie nights and workshops. 

Involving community and stakeholder representatives early in the process of climate action will 
allow diverse perspectives to be considered so that all people’s concerns are accounted for, 
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making the process more personal for community members. In addition, when the public feels 
their voices are heard, they will trust the process, support it, and feel empowered to be involved 
in future local climate action. 

However, it is also important that the right questions are being asked of community 
stakeholders. Therefore, we should consider some of these strategies in our surveys and 
discussions regarding vulnerabilities, challenges and priorities; 

• How have variations in the community’s population size affected our community? (e.g. events 
after a public health crisis, humanitarian crisis, immigration influx, building surge, etc.) 

● Our community is bisected by the Wappingers Creek. How many feet above sea level is the 
community? How far will the risk of flooding reach?  

● Have drought or heat waves been an issue in the community? (e.g. does the public know 
about cooling centers? Has does flooding effect the community? 

● Has poor air quality affected our community? (there is always talk about the quarry what are 
the facts and what is fictions?) 

● How sustainable is the energy infrastructure in our community? How many residents have 
installed renewable energy? (e.g. Community Solar is coming to Pleasant Valley and we are 
working on a campaign?) 

● How has our agricultural sector been affected by climate change?  

● Which community members are not engaged in climate change actions? ○ Identifying where 
to increase outreach 

● What are the climate change actions that will affect residents economically (e.g. streetlight 
renovation, electric vehicle incentives, etc.) 

Strategies for Communicating Climate Change Impacts 

A public meeting for communicating risk is designed to help community members and 
stakeholders better understand the natural hazard risks and solutions while motivating people to 
take action. Participants should learn how to respond to climate impacts with more confidence. 
The goal is to communicate facts and information; furthermore, climate change communication 
is shaped by our different experiences, mental and cultural models, and underlying values and 
worldviews. We must keep in mind that talking about climate change can bring up sensitive 
topics and be aware of how people react to and are affected by the conversation. 

Communicating strategies:  

● Audience expectations: whenever we are trying to communicate information, we need to 
consider what the audience is expecting and how to act.  

● Audience knowledge: never overestimate our audience’s knowledge of the topic. Try to 
determine their prior knowledge so that they are able to follow and do not lose interest.  

● Attitude topic: how does the audience feel about the topic? Speaking to a group that 
vehemently disagrees with the speaker is very different from a room full of people that embrace 
or agree with the stance.  
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● Audience size: In general, the larger the audience, the more formal we should be.  

● Egocentrism: Most audiences are interested in things that affect them, their families, and their 
communities. Try to connect our topic to them and their lives. Why does it matter to them? How 
does it affect them?  

Principles to incorporate in discussion:  

● It is important when discussing risk, that the tone is not one of doom and gloom, but rather 
optimism and envisioning a brighter future based on tangible actions and participation.  

● Decreasing the time horizon of the effects of climate change so that the need for action feels 
more urgent. Speak of climate change as an issue of now, not an issue of later. Frame climate 
change action now as crucial to ensuring a safe, sustainable future for all  

● Emphasize the failure of international agreements to take action and explain that this is why 
local action is so critical - bottom-up approaches to climate action are most effective  

● Focus on empowering individuals and ensuring them that their actions will make a big 
difference in the community and support greater global climate action.  

Questions to Initiate Discussion of Risk with Community Members and Stakeholders:  

● What are the most hazardous climate threats in this community? What are the impacts?  

● Connect the dots on issues community residents care about such as clean water, parks, 
measures that save money, etc.  

● Communicate data through storytelling, as it is much more relatable. i.e. What are the key 
barriers to communicating the risks our community is facing? (inadequate funding, lack of 
capacity due to everyone being busy, a bureaucratic system that is slow or unwilling to try new 
things)  

Strategies for Education  

Climate Change has so many impacts on our everyday life and having a plan in place will 
achieve minimal impact if there is no strategy as what we are going to educate the public on. 
These strategies are a good starting off point; 

Climate Change Mitigation Engagement & Education 

• Energy Efficiency: discuss in public meetings or hold a public outreach event to educate 
community members on the importance of energy reduction in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions that lead to climate change wherein an explanation of where the town’s 
energy comes from and how these institutions emit carbon emissions into the 
atmosphere. Further explain how carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions 
contribute to climate change which can lead into a discussion about how community 
members can reduce energy consumption in their own lives as well as support their 
community’s energy reduction and transition to green energy. You can start with 
something as simple as a coloring book. 

• Sustainable Materials Management: volunteers should conduct an inventory of existing 
material management programs within the community and speak with trash, recycling, 
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and compost program leaders about what issues with material management should be 
addressed within the community. Then, volunteers can discuss these issues in public 
meetings or a public outreach event and educate community members on how to solve 
them. We are currently working a Transfer Station Brochure to be distributed with refuse 
passes. Educating could lead to actual ways to improve the community’s material 
management and reduce waste production. Such as the recent change to our 
construction debris policy. 

Climate Change Adaptation Engagement & Education 

Water particularly in Pleasant Valley is a very hot and current issue considering the Town 
Center does not have public water. Having a town of mostly wells people are concerned 
about the quality and quantity of their personal water. Therefore there are certain factors 
and strategies to be considered. 

Water and Land Use  

Discuss in public meetings or hold a public outreach event to educate community members 
on the importance of reducing consumption and sustainably sourcing and managing water 
and land (residential and agricultural) at an individual and community level. Information 
presented to community members to indicate the importance of these actions should 
emphasize; 

● Where our water is sourced  

● How much of the community’s water goes toward agriculture, residential, and industrial 
sectors 

 ● How sustainable the water systems are  

● How vulnerable the water system is to climate change including what are the threats to the 
water system?  

● What the most common pollutants to the water sources are  

● Whether there are any inequities in access to clean water and land  

In educating and engaging the community on water, it is important to remind community 
members of the many functions in which water is used, such as in the household and in 
agriculture to produce food. Remind community members that water is an irreplaceable 
resource. Try to paint a picture of what life looks like with a community’s limited access to or 
supply of water. This will engage them in protecting the water supply.  

Disaster Risk Preparedness 

We have stepped a bit ahead of these strategies by enabling an entire page on our website 
devoted to Disaster Risk Preparedness but feel because of the importance of being 
prepared that it requires repetition. 

Encourage community members to develop a family preparedness plan that includes 
Contact information for family members, Predetermined meeting places, Home evacuation 
procedures, Emergency pet care, Safe storage of food and water, Make a disaster supply 
kit. 
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Encourage community members to use the assigned cooling centers in the community when 
temperatures rise. 

Work with the town government to remind residents during public meetings when there is a 
disaster looming to visit pvclimatesmartny.org for more information and inform the 
community of the risks climate change poses. 

Engagement and Education that falls under both Mitigation and Adaptation 

Climate Smart Agriculture - Helping Farmers in the Community 

According to the Cornell Climate Smart Farming Program Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) 
is an approach to agriculture that helps to guide actions needed to transform and reorient 
agricultural systems to effectively support development, profitability, and ensure food 
security in a changing climate.  

1. Sustainably increasing agricultural productivity and incomes  

2. Adapting and building resilience to climate change 

3. Reducing and/or removing greenhouse gases emissions where possible for mitigation 

General climate threats to Agriculture include increases in pest, disease, and weed 
pressures, changing growing seasons, drought, increased rainfall events/flooding, extreme 
heat, and soil erosion. 

In public meetings or outreach events, community members and volunteers should be 
educated on the barriers to enacting Climate-Smart Agriculture, so they work to minimize 
these barriers and support farmers in their transition to Climate-Smart Agriculture.  

Barriers for Enacting Climate-Smart Agriculture:  

1. Lack of knowledge about climate adaptations and mitigation applied to agriculture  

2. Financial Resources (Access to grants, loans, and other forms of funding for CSA)  

3. Financial Literacy (Expertise in finance economics) 

4. Lack of regionally specific information regarding climate change impacts to agriculture, 
possible adaptations, and climate, seasonal, and weather predictions 

 

Never Stop Educating and Engaging the Community 

Knowing your community, setting goals for your community, creating a pathway to your plan, 
enacting a plan, using strategies with the tools of your and getting it done is a never-ending 
process. 

Therefore, as a last step in our plan we will enact a review process of the Education and 
Engagement Plan. 

At least yearly climate smart will gather project teams, volunteers, government officials, and 
stakeholders and ask the following questions: 
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❏ What successes have we experienced?  

❏ What goals from our outreach plan did we achieve? What goals did we not achieve?  

❏ What areas need improvement?  

❏ How can we adapt the plan for the following year?  

❏ Develop and create a timeline for future goals 

 

Events focused on Climate Mitigation and Adaptation 

The Climate Smart PV website (https://www.pvclimatesmartny.org/) lists all the recent and 
upcoming events hosted by the Climate Smart Task Force. The below section pulls a selection 
of recent events with a description of how they were focused on climate mitigation or adaptation. 
The text in italics is the description from the website. A full list of events can be found below this 
shorter list.  

1. The Committee hosted an event about Composting at the Library on May 4, 2022. 
Composting assists with reducing stormwater runoff, as well as sequestering carbon, making it 
applicable to climate adaptation and mitigation. 

In honor of Composting Awareness Week May 1 - 7 2022. Climate Smart PV is sponsoring a 
Composting Workshop with Master Gardeners at the PV Library please see the website for 
details  https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/  

2. The committee hosted an Earth Day Town Cleanup and Info Fair on Saturday, April 23, 2022. 
The event featured information, attached here, on the need to adapt to climate change realities 
such as flooding and increased heat.  The event also featured information on renewable energy 
to mitigate climate change.  

Earth Day is April 22nd and on Saturday April 23rd you can join your neighbors to help clean up 
the Town. Registration start at 8:30 AM come to Town Hall to sign up and receive you gloves 
and bags. Go out and clean up your neighborhood and return your trash to Town Hall and visit 
the Info Fair where there will be Can and Bottle Collections by Troop 55, Furniture and Kitchen 
Item collection by Habitat for Humanity, Kids Crafts, Giveaways, Learn about Composting, DIY 
Rain Barrels, Plastic Alternatives, Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation, Farm2Table, 
Solar and more. 

3. The committee had a booth at the Pleasant Valley Centennial Weekend on September 17, 
2021 - September 19, 2021. At the CSC booth, task force members handed out information and 
had hands-on activities on the topics of plastic alternatives, recycling, composting, invasive 
species, and energy efficiency. See the Pleasant Valley Weekend report for more details. The 
Centennial weekend was also the launch of a climate change survey to gather more information 
about residents' opinions of climate change and what they would like to learn more about. The 
survey and the initial results are also included in the Pleasant Valley Weekend report document. 

Come Join Us at Cady Field as we help celebrate our town’s anniversary.  

https://www.pvclimatesmartny.org/
https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/


P V C S T F  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E n g a g e m e n t  P l a n  ( r e v . 0 6 / 0 1 / 2 2 )   P a g e  | 14 

There will be displays on the downside of single use plastic and smart alternatives. Composting 
demonstrations. A sample composter on site. Coloring books and crayons for the kids (and 
those still a kid at heart) with lessons on how you can reuse, reduce and recycle everything from 
trash to energy. A survey, so we can learn more about what you are thinking about. 

 

Full List of PV CSC Education and Engagement Events in 2022 

  

• April 8- Movie-A Life on our Planet/David Attenborough 
David Attenborough, renowned biologist shares his concern for the current state of our planet 
due to humanity’s impact on nature and his hopes for the future. 

Environment, adaptation and mitigation 

• April 19- Container Gardening at the library 
Learn easy ways to start plants from seed, saving you money and easy ways to create your own 
large containers repurposing paper bags, boxes and containers. 

Environment, mitigation 

• April 23- Earth Day town cleanup and Climate Smart info Fair 
Come register, grab a bag and gloves and help clean up the town roads, can and bottle 
collection by troop 55, donate unwanted furniture and kitchenware to Habitat for Humanity, 
create a pot or vase from recycled containers(kids crafts), composting demo, DIY rain barrel, 
plastic alternatives, farm2table, solar and more. 

Environment, adaptation and mitigation 

• May 4-Composting Demo 
PV Climate Smart invites 2 Dutchess County master gardeners to demonstrate how easy it is to 
create your own compost bin and manage your composting efforts with ease. PV Library  

Environment, mitigation 

• May 10-Movie-Wasted! The Story of Food Waste 
A documentary produced by celebrity chef Anthony Bourdain takes you around the world, 
showing 1.3 billion tons of food that gets thrown out each year and the people fighting hard to 
prevent it. 

Environment, adaptation, mitigation 

 
• May 17-The Importance of Native Plants 

Join PV Climate Smart in learning about the restoration of indigenous species, the problems 
with invasives as well as the lack of value in endless lawns. Learn ways to increase birds, bees 
and butterflies by growing natives and pollinators. Find out the facts on the growing pollinator 
movement. 

Environment, adaptation, mitigation 
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• May 27 – Planted Pollinator Garden at town hall 
 

• June 4 – Repair Café 

• June 8-Pollinator Pathways 
Come learn about the pollinator pathways …a growing movement to educate folks on all of the 
positive values of planting natives and pollinators for the benefit of insects, bees and birds. It all 
starts in your own backyard. 

• June 14-Movie-The Plastic Problem 
PBS News Hour documentary explores the scourge of plastic remnants in our oceans and lakes 
around the world. Plastics are considered possibly to be the largest environmental threat to our 
world. 

Environment, mitigation 

Upcoming 

• Composting at Camp Sunny Days 
• Aug 5, Oct 1, Dec 3 Repair Cafés 
• Continuing Movie Nights no movies picked yet 

 

 

Appendix A  Surveys & Results 

Appendix B  Handouts & Flyers 

Appendix C  Event Reports & Articles 

Appendix D  Library Collaboration 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P V C S T F  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E n g a g e m e n t  P l a n  ( r e v . 0 6 / 0 1 / 2 2 )   P a g e  | 16 

 

 


























































































































	Education and Engagement Plan Revised JUNE 2022
	APPENDIX A SURVEYS AND RESULTS
	APPENDIX B HANDOUTS AND FLYERS
	APPENDIX C SUMMARIES & ARTICLES
	APPENDIX D LIBRARY COLLABORATION

