
February 2, 2021 – Workshop Meeting 

The Workshop Meeting of the Gardiner Town Board was held this evening at 7 PM.  This 
meeting was conducted via Zoom as a virtual meeting.  Present were Supervisor Majestic, 
Councilmen Carucci, Dukler & Wiegand and Councilwoman Walls.  There were approximately 
15± audience members. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Supervisor Majestic thanked the Town Highway Department for their hard work cleaning up the 
roads in Gardiner from the 36-hour storm we had.  They did an awesome job. 

February 15 – The Town Hall and Highway Dept. will be closed in observance of President’s 
Day.

TRAFFIC STUDY
The Town of Gardiner along with the Town of Rochester applied for a traffic analysis of Route 
44-55 from Route 299 intersection to the Route 209 intersection with Ulster County 
Transportation Council.  The application was accepted and this area of road will be included in 
the study.

PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUATION – KENNEL LAW MORATORIUM
The public hearing on the kennel law moratorium was held opened from the last month so the 
Town Board could receive recommendations and comments from both the Ulster County 
Planning Board and the Town of Gardiner Planning Board. Both boards were in favor of the law.  
There being no other questions or comments the public hearing was closed at 7:04 PM on motion 
of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried.  

RESOLUTION ADOPTING LOCAL LAW TO ENACT A SIX MONTH MORATORIUM 
ON THE PROCESSING AND APPROVAL OF PERMITS FOR KENNELS
Resolution No. 59 – Offered by 
Offered by Councilman Wiegand
WHEREAS, A proposed local law entitled, “Local Law Imposing a Six-Month Moratorium on 
the Processing and Approval of Permits for Kennels in the Town of Gardiner” (“proposed local 
law”), was introduced at a meeting of the Town Board held on December 8, 2020; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and considered the proposed Local Law; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board duly forwarded the proposed Local Law to the Town Planning 
Board for their review and comment and a favorable recommendation was received from the 
Planning Board; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board duly forwarded the proposed Local Law to the County Planning 
Department for review as required by law; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that the proposed Local Law is in the best interests 
of the health, safety and welfare of the Town; and
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE TOWN BOARD OF 
GARDINER, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK:
The Town Board of the Town of Gardiner hereby determines that Proposed Local Law No. 1 of 
2021, entitled, “Local Law Imposing a Six-Month Moratorium on the Processing and Approval 
of Permits for Kennels in the Town of Gardiner”, attached hereto and made a part hereof, is 
hereby adopted; and 
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IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk and the Attorney for the Town are hereby 
directed to take such actions as are necessary to implement this resolution. 
Seconded by Councilman Carucci and carried.  
Local Law #1 – 2021 A Local Law Imposing An Six-Month Moratorium On The 
Processing And Approval Of Permits For Kennels In The Town Of Gardiner
Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Gardiner as follows:
Section 1. Title

This Local Law shall be referred to as the “Local Law Imposing a Six-Month 
Moratorium on the Processing and Approval of Permits for Kennels in the Town of Gardiner”. 
Section 2. Purpose and Intent 

Pursuant to the statutory and common law powers vested in the Town of Gardiner (the 
“Town”) to regulate and control land uses and to protect the health, safety and welfare of its 
residents, the Town Board of the Town hereby declares a temporary six (6) month moratorium 
on the processing and approval of applications for building permits, special use permits, special 
permits, variances, site plan approval, lot line revision, subdivision approval or other approvals 
or permission related to the undertaking, establishment, placement, development, operation, 
enlargement, construction or erection of Kennels in the Town of Gardiner. 

The Town Zoning Law defines “Kennels” as: “A structure which complies with the Code 
of the Town of Gardiner and which is intended for or used for the housing of dogs”. See Zoning 
Law §80-18. Commercial and Non-Commercial Kennels are further defined in relevant part as a 
place where give or more dogs over four months of age are kept or maintained either for 
commercial purposes or for personal recreation, enjoyment or use by an owner. See id. 

The Town Board intends to consider, in a careful manner, the undertaking, establishment, 
siting, placement, construction, operation, enlargement and erection of Kennels in the Town of 
Gardiner on a comprehensive Town-wide basis, and if deemed necessary, update its land use 
regulations. The Town Board hereby finds and determines that it needs a period of time covered 
by the moratorium imposed herein in order to carefully review and complete this review, and to 
prepare and adopt any needed amendments, which will necessarily involve scheduling and 
holding the required public hearing, performing the appropriate environmental review, 
compliance with applicable provisions of law and filing with the Secretary of State of the State 
of New York. 

The Town Board finds that pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.5(c)(30) the adoption of a 
moratorium on land development or construction is a Type II action under the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) which has been determined not to have a 
significant impact on the environment or is otherwise precluded from environmental review 
under Environmental Conservation Law, article 8 and is therefore not subject to review under 6 
NYCRR Part 617 or Environmental Conservation Law article 8. 
Section 3. Authority 

This moratorium is enacted by the Town Board pursuant to its authority to adopt local 
laws under Article IX of the New York State Constitution and Municipal Home Rule Law 
Section 10. 
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Section 4. Scope of Controls 
A. For a period of six (6) months from the effective date of this Local Law, no board, 

officer or agency of the Town shall accept, process, consider or approve any new 
applications for building permits, special use permits, special permits, variances, site 
plan approval, lot line revision, subdivision approval or other approvals or permission 
related to the undertaking, establishment, placement, development, operation, 
enlargement, construction or erection of the following: 

(i) KENNEL - A structure which complies with the Code of the Town of 
Gardiner and which is intended for or used for the housing of dogs.

(ii) KENNEL, COMMERCIAL - Any location within the Town of Gardiner 
wherein five or more dogs over four months of age are kept or maintained 
for any commercial purpose, including but not limited to boarding, 
breeding, grooming, letting for hire, training for a fee or selling. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the following facilities shall not be 
deemed commercial kennels: town animal shelter; veterinary hospitals, 
unless engaged in commercial boarding; and groomers, unless engaged in 
commercial boarding and/or breeding.

(iii) KENNEL, NONCOMMERCIAL - Any location within the Town of 
Gardiner wherein quantities of five or more dogs which are over four 
months of age are kept or otherwise are allowed to reside. The sole 
purpose or outcome of keeping said animals shall provide personal 
recreation, enjoyment or use by the owner not resulting in direct or 
indirect compensation, profit or gains. A kennel under such definition 
must be licensed, fee waived. This term does not include an animal 
hospital.

B. This moratorium shall not apply to Certificates of Occupancy for any and all 
construction pursuant to building permits issued prior to or in accordance with the 
provisions of this Local Law or the issuance of any building permit for the renovation 
or repair of any lawfully existing structure otherwise covered by this local law. 

C. The Town Board reserves the right to direct the Town Building Inspector/Code 
Enforcement Officer to revoke or rescind any building permits or certificates of 
occupancy issued in violation of this Local Law. 

Section 5. Hardship
A. Should any owner of property affected by this Local Law suffer an unnecessary 

hardship in the way of carrying out the strict letter of this Local Law, then the owner 
of said property may apply to the Town Board of the Town in writing for a variance 
from strict compliance with this Local Law upon submission of proof of such 
unnecessary hardship. For the purposes of this Local Law, unnecessary hardship shall 
not be the mere delay in being permitted to make an application or waiting for a 
decision on the application for a variance, special use permit, special permit, site plan, 
lot line revision, subdivision, or other approvals, permission, or permit during the 
period of the moratorium imposed by this Local Law. 



B. Procedure. Upon submission of a written application to the Town Clerk by the 
property owner seeking a variance from this Local Law, the Town Board shall, within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of said application, schedule a Public Hearing on said 
application upon five (5) days’ written notice in the official newspaper of the Town.  
At said Public Hearing, the property owner and any other parties wishing to present 
evidence with regard to the application shall have an opportunity to be heard, and the 
Town Board shall, within fifteen (15) days of the close of said Public Hearing, render 
its decision either granting or denying the application for a variance from the strict 
requirements of this Local Law. If the Town Board determines that a property owner 
will suffer an unnecessary hardship if this Local Law is strictly applied to a particular 
property, then the Town Board shall grant a variance of the application of this Local 
Law to a particular property, then the Town Board shall grant a variance of the 
application of this Local Law to the minimum extent necessary to provide the 
property owner relief from strict compliance with this Local Law. 

Section 6. Term 
The moratorium imposed by this Local Law shall be in effect for a period of six (6) 

months from the effective date of this Local Law. 
Section 7. Penalties

Any person, firm or corporation that shall undertake, establish, place, develop, operate, 
enlarge, construct or erect anything regulated within the “Scope of Controls” listed in Section 4 
above in violation of the provisions of this Local Law or shall otherwise violate any of the 
provisions of this Local Law shall:  

A. Be guilty if an offense, punishable by a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty 
dollars ($250.00) or imprisonment for a period not to exceed 15 days, or both. Each 
day’s continued violation shall constitute a separate offense, and 

B. Be subject to appropriate action or proceedings by the proper authorities of the Town 
to enjoin, correct, or abate any violation(s). 

Section 8. Validity
The invalidity of any provision of this Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other 

provisions of this Local Law that can be given effect without such invalid provision. 
Section 9. Suspension and Supersession of Other Laws 

All local laws in conflict with the provisions of this Local Law area hereby superseded 
and suspended for a period of six (6) months from the effective date of this Local law.  This 
Local Law also supersedes, amends, and takes precedence over any inconsistent provisions of 
New York Town Law under the Town’s Municipal Home Rule powers, pursuant to Municipal 
Home Rule Law §10(1)(ii)(d)(3), §10(1)(ii)(a)(14), and §22. 
In particular, this Local Law supersedes any inconsistent provisions of New York Town Law 
§267, §267-a, §267-b, §274-a, §274-b, §276 and §277 for the purpose of vesting the Town Board 
of the Town of Gardiner with the authority to accept, hear, process and determine applications 
for variances from this Local Law. 
Section 10. Effective Date

This Local Law shall take effect immediately when it is filed in the Officer of the New 
York State Secretary of State in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal Ho

NATURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY PRESENTATION
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Roberta Clements member of the Environmental Conservation Commission made a power point 
presentation to the Town Board with respect to the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI).  The 
presentation consisted of 23 maps and a narrative report.  Ms Clements identified the use for the 
inventory and there was discussion about digital interactive maps. Cost for the maps would be 
less than $5,000. Councilwoman Walls stated that the Planning Board should be made aware of 
the tool and expect applicants to use it.  
Resolution No. 60 -Adoption of The Town of Gardiner Natural Resources Inventory
Offered by Councilman Dukler
WHEREAS, the Town of Gardiner Open Space Commission (OSC) and Environmental 
Conservation Commission (ECC) have collaborated with the DEC Hudson River Estuary 
Program and Cornell University to prepare a Town of Gardiner Natural Resources Inventory 
2021 to assist the Town, its various Agencies and Boards and the Public in identifying and 
considering important resources located within the Town; and
WHEREAS, the NRI includes maps displaying the Town’s physical setting, geology, soils, 
water resources, habitats, land uses, and cultural resources; associated data; and a descriptive 
report summarizing the inventoried resources and their significance to the Gardiner community; 
and 
WHEREAS, the purpose of the NRI is to provide information to inform comprehensive 
planning, policy-making, zoning updates, local land-use decisions, conservation easement 
selection and design, climate adaptation planning, and stewardship of the environment; and
WHEREAS, the NRI was prepared at no cost to the Town by staff from the DEC Hudson River 
Estuary Program and SUNY Geography intern Ashley Curtis, with input from the Town OSC 
and ECC; and
WHEREAS, the completed NRI is posted in its entirety on the Town’s website for access by the 
public, 
WHEREAS the adoption of the NRI is a type 2 action under the New York State Environmental 
Quality Review Act, pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.5 (c) (18) for which no further action under 
SEQRA is required; 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Gardiner approves 
and adopts the Town of Gardiner Natural Resources Inventory 2021 as an inventory of data 
collection identifying important community resources within the Town of Gardiner; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the intent of the Town Board that this valuable and 
comprehensive inventory of the Town’s natural resources be referred to often by the Town 
Boards, Agencies and the Public to assist in the development, management and protection of 
these invaluable resources. It is the further intent of the Town Board, to periodically update and/ 
or amend this Inventory every 10 years or as may be appropriate in the future.
Seconded by Councilwoman Walls and carried.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
Supervisor Majestic announced that the Board received 5 letters of interest for 4 positions on the 
Environmental Conservation Commission (ECC) that are vacant.  The following were appointed 
to the ECC: Misha Fredericks, Neil Rindlaub, Joan Parker and Michael Hartner.  Motion was 
made by Supervisor Majestic, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried.  Another motion was 
made by Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried appointing Michael 
Hartner as Chairperson.  
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PARKS AN RECREATION COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
Board members appointed Michael Albright as Chairperson, Toni Benevento as Recording 
Secretary and Ilka Casey as Vice Chairperson for the Parks and Recreation Commission, on 
motion of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Carucci and carried. 

KENNEL LAW DISCUSSION
Board members discussed briefly the proposed kennel law.  They touched on where to allow 
them, whether a special permit should be required etc.  Supervisor Majestic asked Board 
members to come prepared next week to discuss at length.  

ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual Association of Towns meeting will be held virtually February 15 through February 
16.  Supervisor Majestic plans to attend.  Each year the towns are asked to designate a delegate 
for the purposes of voting at the meeting.  On motion of Councilman Wiegand, seconded by 
Councilman Dukler and carried, Supervisor Majestic was appointed as delegate.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
Board members were in receipt of a timeline for updating the Comprehensive Plan.  Supervisor 
Majestic reviewed the outline and Councilman Dukler’s & Councilman Wiegand’s draft of goals 
to accomplish.  The Comprehensive Plan will be on the town website.  Board members asked 
Supervisor Majestic to create a document outlining the next steps.  Board members agreed to 
schedule a Special Meeting with the Towns Consultant, David Church.  Supervisor Majestic will 
reach out to Mr. Church to see what is best for him.

ADJOURNMENT
On motion of Councilman Wiegand, seconded by Supervisor Majestic and carried, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle L. Mosher 
Town Clerk 


