
Town of Roseboom Climate Smart Actions  

The Town of Roseboom was certified by NYSERDA as a Clean Energy Community in 2019 and 
has received a $5000 grant from them to use toward future energy reduction projects.  Now, 
we are working with the Department of Environmental Conservation to be certified as a Climate 
Smart Community. This requires 120 points to achieve the Bronze level. This will give us access 
to even more grant money for energy saving projects.  We are almost there! We submitted an 
application this past July, but did not quite make it. There were a few “Actions” that did not 
meet all their specifications. We will try again on the January 7, 2022 re-submission date. These 
CSC Actions not only reduce our energy consumption and emissions, but save us money as well! 

So far, this is what we have done: 

We have re-appointed a Climate Smart Community (CSC) Coordinator for a 4 year term:  
Environmental Committee Chairperson, Allegra Schecter, in 2021. 

We have re-appointed a CSC Task Force in 2021, comprised of Town Supervisor Patti Gustafson, 
Town Board members Curtis Vandewerker and Charlie Diamond, Highway Superintendent Dan 
Gage and local business persons Mary Jo Cronin and Bob Schecter, for a 4 year term. 

We are part of the Regional Climate Program, Clean Energy Communities, where we completed 
4 High Impact Actions for Certification: a Unified Solar Permit (2016), LED Street lighting (2018), 
Benchmarking Building Energy Usage (2018) and Energy Code Enforcement Training (2019) 

We completed Exterior Lighting Upgrades, converting all our outdoor security lights to LED 
(2016).  

We completed Interior Lighting Upgrades by converting all fluorescent to LED lighting (2021) 

We insulated above the ceiling in the Town Garage (2018) and new garage door weather-
stripping (2021). 

We have a Green Power Procurement Plan with NEXAMP for 10% solar credit on our National 
Grid bills for both our streetlights and the Town Barn signed in 2019. 

We have used our Town Comprehensive Plan with Sustainability Elements to guide our Town’s 
environmental direction and to create a Natural Resource Inventory in 2019. 

We have adopted the Natural Resource Inventory as a local law in 2021. This will guide the 
future development of our Town and protect our scenic views and natural resources. 

We have adopted the Otsego County Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2021, after attending all the pre-
requisite workshops. 



We have planted trees in a Riparian Buffer, to protect the stream bank adjacent to the Town 
Garage from runoff from our sand and salt in 2021. 

In preparation for increasing rainfall events due to climate change, we are continually enlarging 
replacement culverts over certain stream crossings where there has been flooding in the past.  

We are in the process of achieving a Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) Plan for ALL 
Roseboom residents to receive a 10% solar credit on their National Grid Electric bill in 2022. 

We have also completed a local government Green House Gas (GHG) Inventory which  

tracks the Town’s energy usage and produced CO2 and other emissions. Climate Smart 
Communities are committed to reducing GHG emissions, which include Carbon Dioxide (CO2), 
Methane (CH4) and Nitrous Oxide (N2O). These gasses build-up in the atmosphere and 
contribute to global warming and climate change. By taking a Municipal Inventory, we can see 
where changes can be made to lower our emissions. Even though our government GHG 
footprint is relatively small, every little bit we can do locally to minimize these emissions helps 
the planet. The following graphs and tables track the Lighting, Heating , Heavy Equipment 
Operations and even the Highway Employees Commute for the year 2020.  

The Electricity Summary shows the electricity used through National Grid and the 10% 

solar credit with NEXAMP we contracted for both our Street Lights and the Town Barn.  



As you can see, from the next chart, the solar NEXAMP produces virtually zero CO2 emissions.  

The Stationary Summary calculates the energy used to heat the Town Barn in 2020, and 

the emissions created by the diesel burning furnace. This amount would vary from year to year 
depending on the weather. Installing automatic garage door-openers (2015), insulating the 
garage ceiling (2017) and putting new weather-stripping around the garage doors (2021) saves 
us money and reduces emissions, but we are hoping to replace the old boiler completely.  If we 
install a more efficient ground source heat pump, using our earned Clean Energy Communities 
grant money and Covid ARPA funds, it will eliminate our local CO2 emissions by using electricity.





The Mobile Summary tracks the diesel used in 2020, by the Town’s 6 heavy duty trucks, 

plows, sanders, and equipment.  This is a fluctuating number, as it depends on how much ice 
and snow we get in any given year, and how many times the trucks need to go out to keep the 
roads clear.

The Employee Commute Emissions Summary tracks the 4 Town Highway Employees 

average daily commute from home for the year 2020. You will see it our greatest source of GHG 
emissions. It depends on how far away the employees live, and how they get to work.






