RESOLUTION 2019-168
SUPPORT FOR THE ROUTE 9 ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR STUDY

Mayor Smith offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gilliland and adopted:

WHEREAS, interested residents and officials from the Villages of Hastings-on-Hudson,
Dobbs Ferry, Irvington, Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow (the “Rivertowns™) have been working
together since 2016 as a Steering Committee jointly studying traffic, safety, pedestrian and
bicycle access conditions in connection with their shared “Route 9 Corridor;” and

WHEREAS, the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge includes a dedicated
bicycle/pedestrian lane scheduled to open in 2019, bringing with it new transportation and
recreational opportunities to Rivertowns residents and a significant increase in bicycle traffic on
Route 9 from neighboring areas of Westchester, areas west of the Hudson River and New York
City; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution, dated July 20, 2016, the Irvington Board of Trustees
approved the submission of an application by Sustainable Westchester on behalf of the Steering
Committee and the five participating villages for a $150,000 grant from the New NY Bridge
Community Benefits Program to fund a proposed Active Transportation Corridor Study and Plan
along U.S. Route 9 in the Rivertowns and interconnecting with the planned bicycle-pedestrian
lane on the New NY Bridge (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, after the application was favorably received and the grant was awarded, the
Steering Committee, through the administrative support of the Village of Irvington, procured the
services of transportation consultant Nelson\Nygaard to perform a conceptual study evaluating
the potential for implementing a shared roadway strategy along Route 9 (the “Study”); and

WHEREAS, the Study included extensive public outreach, including five open-house
sessions, a public survey and the maintenance of a website to share information with and receive
comments from the general public; and

WHEREAS, the Study demonstrated the potential to build a bike-pedestrian connection
between the five Villages and the new Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, and examined related issues
concerning safety, transit access, traffic calming, walkability, sidewalks, crosswalk
configurations, parking availability and motor vehicle level of service; and

WHEREAS, the implementation of the Project over the full Project area is expected to
result in significant health and lifestyle enhancements for Rivertowns residents and increased
tourism and economic benefit for the area merchants; and

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee and Nelson\Nygaard convened a public meeting to
present the completed Study to the public at Mercy College on November 17, 2018 and the
completed study and other plan documents continue to be available to the public on
route9active.org; and



WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has reviewed the Study and agrees in principle with
that the goals contained therein are worthy of further consideration and pursuit; now therefore be
it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees supports the concept of dedicated bike lanes,
but has significant concerns about their viability and potential impact on traffic and pedestrian
safety throughout the Route 9 corridor in the Village of Irvington, including but not necessarily
limited to:

e The traffic impact, particularly on the full length of North Broadway and on South
Broadway from Main Street to Harriman Road
Loss of parking near the business district
Impact on and interaction with driveways from adjacent bike lanes; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees encourages future development of
the Route 9 Active Corridor plan, with a keen focus on vehicle and pedestrian safety.

STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER ss:

- e

I, Brenda Jeselnik, Clerk-Treasurer of the Village of Irvington, County of Westchester,
State of New York do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing copy of this Resolution
with the original on file in my office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said
original Resolution and of the whole thereof, as duly adopted by said Village Board of Trustees
at a meeting duly called and held at the Village of Irvington on December 18, 2019 by the
required and necessary vote of the members to approve Resolution.

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of the Village of Irvington, N, this 2nd day of

March 2020.
%ME)& M 9 —

’v Br'eﬁaffeselnik, Clerk-Treasurer
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1 INTRODUCTION

The Route 9 Active Transportation Conceptual Plan is a collaborative effort of a five village
consortium of Dobbs Ferry, Hastings-on-Hudson, Irvington, Sleepy Hollow, and Tarrytown
(collectively, the “Village Consortium”)who have worked together as part of the Inter-Municipal
Historic Hudson River Towns agreement. Even though these villages are connected by Route 9,
the Hudson, Metro-North Railroad, and the Bee-Line, Route 9 also serves to divide many
community residents from each other and from valued community assets. This project is intended
to promote the historic, cultural and natural resources of the area while enhancing access to the
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, accommodating a variety of transportation options, and
improving traffic safety for all modes. It creates solutions that support local economies and
tourism, and complements improved waterfront access and riverfront redevelopment.

BACKGROUND

As Route 9 winds its way north from Hastings through the five Historic Hudson River towns
collaborating on this project, it is easy to miss the monuments erected to celebrate some of the
characters that traveled this path over the centuries — Major John Andre, Washington Irving, and
the Headless Horseman among them. It’s also easy to miss the fact that a half dozen Historic
Places like Irvington’s Main Street or Lyndhurst have Broadway addresses, and even more are
within walking distance. Today’s theatres, business and social destinations, and schools are
overshadowed by trucks and passenger cars traveling along the iconic extension of New York
City’s most famous main street.

Residents and visitors alike are challenged to navigate along or across most of the Route 9
corridor by bus, bike and walking due to a steady stream of 4,000 to 75,000 vehicles per day, long
distances between protected crossings, poor wayfinding, and missing sidewalks. For long
stretches, narrow and obstructed sidewalk immediately adjacent to moving traffic is limited to the
river side of the road, making access to transit and commercial districts on foot an unpleasant
challenge for people across the street. Riverfront parks and Metro-North train stations are within
bicycling distance to most residents of the villages, but topography and lack of infrastructure
make them inaccessible to all but the hardiest of people on bikes.

The corridor is served by Westchester Bee Line's bus routes, and while this leads to a reasonable
quantity of service at some points, bus schedules are not coordinated to ease transfers and service
is relatively infrequent during off-peak hours. Bus stops vary as to amenity and connectivity: most
have no shelter, some have no curb, no sidewalk connections, or are too short, and the stops
would benefit from a re-spacing. Due to the topography, bus routes generally do not serve the rail
stations in each village, and sometimes fail to serve the main business street.

Many parts of Route 9, including segments in Sleepy Hollow, have been road dieted over the last
ten years, which has relieved some of the pressure still felt in other places along the corridor,
where left turning motorists have to navigate the pressures of both finding a gap in oncoming
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traffic and avoiding a rear-end collision with upcoming vehicles. Many intersections suffer from
roadway geometry that favored the long trucks that served industrial and manufacturing sites
along the Hudson. This project provided the opportunity to consider how some of the pressures of
Route 9 between Hastings and Sleepy Hollow can be relieved by providing safe, connected, and
attractive active transportation infrastructure that best supports the transportation challenges of
the future.

The corridor includes numerous intersections with the Old Croton Aqueduct, and Main Street
elements of River Walk. This study pays attention to street crossings and transit improvements at
these crossings.

The consulting team has drawn from existing studies and plans, data collection, public meetings,
and technical expertise to pilot and document a practical plan that can be submitted for final
engineering before the end of 2018. This project will result in design that supports high quality
vehicle access to the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, I-287, the Saw Mill Parkway and other
high volume intersections, while providing continuous active transportation connectivity, and
better safety and local business and residential access for all modes.

Figure 1 Students from local school adjacent to Route 9
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Figure 2 Example of a multi-leg intersection in Sleepy Hollow that exposes people to turning vehicles

5

WHY AN ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN?

Improving walking and bicycling along and across Route g supports village goals related to
community livability, safety, economic development, and the environment:

=  More people bike when there is a safe and comfortable bicycle network.:

=  Walking and bicycling are some of the most affordable ways for people to get around

= People riding bikes and walking spend more at local businesses than people driving.23

= Good bike infrastructure helps attract a talented, 215t-century workforce that fuels
economy, producing jobs and economic growth.

=  When more people walk and bike instead of drive, there is less motor vehicle traffic,
which means a reduction in congestion and auto-related pollution.4

The primary purpose of the Route g Active Transportation Plan is to create a safe, low-stress
walking and bicycle network that is accessible and welcoming for people of all ages
and abilities.

Figure 3summarizes the community benefits of walking and biking.

! 2014. Monsere, C., “Lessons from the Green Lanes: Evaluating Protected Bike Lanes in the U.S."

https:/ /trec.pdx.edu/research/project/583 /Lessons_from_the_Green_Lanes:_Evaluating_Protected_Bike_Lanes_in_the_
2 2012. Transportation Alternatives. “East Village Shoppers Study: A Snapshot of Travel and Spending Patterns of
Residents and Visitors in the East Village.”

https:/ /www.transalt.org/sites/default/files/news/reports /2012 /EV_Shopper_Study.pdf.

3 2012. Clifton et al. “Consumer Behavior and Travel Choices: A Focus on Cyclists and Pedestrians.”

https:/ /nacto.org/wp-content /uploads/2015 /04 /consumer_behavior_and_travel_choices_clifton.pdf.

4 2010. Gardner, G. “Power to the Pedal”. World Watch Magazine. http:/ /www.worldwatch.org/node /6456.
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