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Town of Cortlandt, NY
Friclay, October 18, 2013

Chapter 175. FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION

§ 175-6. Basis for establishing areas of special flood hazard.

A. The areas of special flood hazard for the Town of Cortlandt, Community Number 360906,
are identified and defined on the following documents prepared by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency:

(1} Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel Numbers 36119Co03F, 36119C0008F, 36119C0009F,
36119C0o011F, 36119C0012F, 3619C0014F, 36119C0016F, 36119Coo17F, 36119C0018F,
36119C0019F, 36119C0028F, 36119C0036F, 36119C0028F, 36119C0102F, 36119C0106F,
26m9Co107F, 36119C0126F, 36119C0127F, 36119C0128F, 36119Co175F, the effective date
of which is September 28, 2007, and any subsequent revisions to these map panels
that do not affect areas under our community’s jurisdiction.

(2) A scientific and engineering report entitled “Flood Insurance Study, Westchester
County, New York, All Jurisdictions,” dated September 28, 2007.

B. The above documents are hereby adopted and declared to be a part of this chapter, The

Flood Insurance Study andfor maps are on file at the Department of Technical Services-
Engineering Division,
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Using a Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM)

HOME BUILDER'S GUIDE TO COASTAL CONSTRUCTION

FEMA

www.fema.gov

Purpuse: To explain the purpose of FIRMs, highlight features that are important to coastal builders, and
explain how to obtain FIRMs.

What Is a FIRM? F&T&”ﬁ%ﬂ’a T
« Flood hazards have been mapped by FEMA for i ‘.
b

approximately 20,000 communities in the United ;@ﬂﬁ
States, most commonly on FIRMs. A FIRM is a product |11}
of the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for a community and lﬁ
is available in paper form and digital form.

* FIRMs delineate Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs)
— land areas subject to Inundation by a flood that has
a 1-percent probability of being equaled or exceeded
in any given year (hence, the terms “1-percent annual
chance flood” and “100-year flood"). SFHAs are shaded
on the FIRM and are divided into different flood hazard
zones, depending on the nature and severity of the
flood hazard.
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Why Are FIRMs Important?

* FIRMs show the limits of mapped flood hazard areas In
a community,

* The Insurance zone designations shown on FIRMs are
used in the determination of flood insurance rates and
premiums.

= The 100-year flood elevations and flood depths shown
on FIRMs are the minimum regulatory elevations on
which community floodplain management ordinances
are based.
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* The information shown on FIRMs can affect the design
and construction of new huildings, the improvement
and repair of existing bulldings, and additions to
existing bulldings (see Fact Sheet Nos. 2 and 29). A zone

What Are Flood Hazard Zones and Base Flood
Elevations, and How Do They Affect Coastal
Buildings?

+ Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) are typically shown on  [[/6i0lder FiRM4 1 withia’
FIRMs for flood hazard zones A and V. The BFE Is the A ey T - Y Vm)%j'il ora/
expected elevation of flood waters and wave effects inurmberand ok jattayiii
durlng the 100-year flood (also known as the “Base R )‘i,‘ s e

FIh n !
Flood”). The BFE is referenced to the vertical datum ' L Hs aatithe aid s el
shown on the FIRM, R ‘ M{J
R

M)
i

Technical Fact Sheet No. 3 — Using a Flood Insurance Rate Map Horme Builder's Guide to Coastal Construction Page 1 of 3



* The BFE and flood hazard zone will affect the lowest floor elevation and foundation type for new
construction* (see Fact Sheet Nos. 4 and 11).

+ Some communlties have adopted higher standards for coastal construction (e.g., lowest floor elevations
above the BFE, restrictions on foundation types and enclosures in A zones). Bullders should consult thelr
local jurisdiction for detalls.

= Most communities have adopted the latest FIRM and FIS (and, therefore, the flood hazard zone and BFE
designations) as part of their efforts to regulate new construction* in coastal floodplains. These communities
will have adopted a floodplaln management ordinance, which spells out the detalled requirements.
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Sample FIRM

This map is a portion of the FIRM far the barrier island community, Pensacola Beach, Florida. As shown
below, several things are apparent from the map.
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Where Can | Get FIRMs and Other Information?

The FIRM for a community, and the local loodplaln management reguiations, should be on file and
available for viewing at the office of the community floodpiain administrator.

FEMA's Map Service Center can be accessed at http://store.msc.fema.goy. Index sheets and individual FIRM

paneis can be viewed on line through the MSC web site, and “FIRMeties” (userselected portions of flood maps
such as the sample above) can be created, saved, and printed.

Is There Anything Else 1 Should Know About Coastal Flood Hazard Zones and Flood
Elevations?

* Many FIRMs are more than a few years old and may no longer accurately represent coastal flood hazards.
Sections 7.8 and 7.9 of FEMA's revised Coastal Construction Manual (FEMA-55, 2000) describe how coastal
flood hazards are mapped and how to determine whether coastal FIRMs reflect present day flood hazards.

* FIRMs do not Incorporate the effects of Jong-term shoreline eroslon. This information should be obtained
from other sources {see Fact Sheet No, 7).

* Recent poststorm Investigations and studles have shown flood forces and damage in ¢oastal A zones
can be very similar to those In V zenes. Although FIRMs (and minimum NFIP building standards) don't
differentiate between A zones in coastal areas and riverine A zones, bullders should conslder adopting
V zone foundation and elevatlon standards for new construction In many coastal A zones.

+ Many communitles and states require lowest floor elevations to be above the BFE, One term used to describe
this higher elevation standard is Design Flood Elevation (DFE).

it ,}x’ﬁx?‘;vl@muaiiﬂl?;éﬂi\
MA's'Ma ‘F arvice

F*.\”ﬁ*‘;!‘i’ﬂx‘g;

Technical Fact Sheot Mo, 3 — Using a Flood Insurance Rate Map Home Builder's Gulde to Coastal Construction Page 3 of 3



