
CITYOFBEACON
CITYCOUNCIL

RESOLUTIONNO.     149 OF2016

ADOPTINGCOMPLETESTREETSGUIDELINES

WHEREAS,  theterm “CompleteStreets” describesacomprehensive, integrated
transportationnetworkwithinfrastructureanddesignthatallowssafeandconvenienttravelalong
andacrossstreetsforallusers, includingpedestrians, bicyclists, personswith disabilities,  
motorists, moversofcommercialgoods, usersandoperatorsofpublic transportation, seniors,  
children, youth, andemergencyvehicles;  

WHEREAS,  theCityofBeaconacknowledgesthebenefitsandvalueforthe public
healthandwelfareofreducingvehiclemilestraveledandincreasingtravelby walking, bicycling,  
andpublictransit;  

WHEREAS,  theCityofBeaconrecognizesthattheplanningandcoordinated
developmentofCompleteStreetsinfrastructureprovidesbenefitsforresidentsby reducingthe
costtolocalgovernmentintheareasofinfrastructure; trafficcongestion, publichealth; and
environmentalsustainability. Completestreetsalsosupportseconomic developmentbyhelping
tocreateawalkable, vibrantCitywherebusinessescanthrive whilealsosupportinglivable
neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS,  theCityofBeaconComprehensivePlancallsforconnecting
neighborhoodswithpaths, sidewalksandbicyclelanestoencouragewalkingandbicyclingand
reducetrafficcongestionandrecommendsamendingtheZoningand Subdivisionregulationsto
requirethatallnewsiteplanandsubdivisionapplications includeprovisionsfor “complete
streets” withsidewalks, pedestrianpathsand, whereappropriate, bicyclelanes; and

WHEREAS theStateofNewYorkhasenactedtheCompleteStreetsAct (Chapter398,  
LawsofNewYorkonAugust15, 2011) requiringstate, countyandlocal agenciestoconsiderthe
convenienceandmobilityofalluserswhendeveloping transportationprojectsthatreceivestate
andfederalfunding; and

WHEREAS,  theCityofBeacontherefore, inlightoftheforegoingbenefitsand
considerations, wishestoimproveitscommitmenttoCompleteStreetsanddesiresthatwhen
feasible, baseduponpracticalconsiderationssuchasfiscalconstraints, lackofgrantsorfunding,  
availabilityofpubliclandtoimplementthepolicy, schedulingofworkandlike-mindedconcerns,  
that its streetsformacomprehensiveandintegratedtransportationnetworkpromotingsafe,  
equitable, andconvenienttravelforalluserswhilepreservingflexibility, recognizingcommunity
context, andusingthelatestandbestdesignguidelinesandstandards; and

WHEREAS,  itistheCouncil’sintentinadoptingtheseGuidelines, thattheyaretobe
appliedwhenpracticalandarenotanabsoluterequirementtobefollowedwithoutregardtothe
feasibilityofimplementation.  

1



NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED,  asfollows:  

1. ThattheCityofBeaconadoptstheCompleteStreetsGuidelinesattachedhereto as
ExhibitA, andmadepartofthisResolution, andthatsaidexhibitisherebyapprovedandadopted
andshallbeconsideredbystaff, reviewboardsandapplicantswhenconsideringactionsubjectto
theGuidelines .  

2. That the next substantial revision of theCityofBeacon ZoningCode,  
SubdivisionRegulationsandHighway/StreetStandardsshallincorporateComplete Streets
policiesandprinciples.  

ResolutionNo.     149 of2016 Date:   December19, 2016
Amendments                    2/3Required.  
Notonrollcall.   Onrollcall   3/4Required

Motion Second CouncilMember Yes No Abstain Reason Absent
x AliMuhammad x

OmarHarper x
LeeKyriacou x
GeorgeMansfield x
PamelaWetherbee x

x PeggyRoss x
MayorRandyJ. Casale x
MotionCarried x
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COMPLETESTREETSGUIDELINESFORTHECITYOFBEACON
InadoptingtheseGuidelines, itistheintentoftheCityCouncilthatCompleteStreet
principalsweredevelopednotasamandatoryrule, butrather, tobeconsideredbyCity
staff, reviewboards, officials, applicantsandthepublicattheearliestpossiblepointinthe
designandreviewprocess, whilebeingmindful, thatimplementationofthecompletestreet
principalsarticulatedinthisGuidelinemustbetemperedbyconsiderationofwhatis
practicalandfeasible, includingbutnotlimitedtofiscalconstraints.  
A. CompleteStreetsPrinciples

1. DesignforAllUsers.  CompleteStreetsisaGuidelinesanddesignapproachthatrequires
streets tobeplanned, designed, operated, andmaintainedtoenableaccessfor
residentsandvisitorsofallagesandabilitiesregardlessoftheirmodeoftransportation,  
includingpedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, personswithdisabilities, moversof
commercialgoods, usersofpublictransportation, andoperatorsofemergencyvehicles.   
TheCityofBeacon declaresitscommitmenttocreatingandmaintainingComplete
Streetsthatprovideasafe, attractive, comfortable, andconvenientexperiencealong
andacrossstreets, bicycleroutes, sidewalks, bridges, andotherportionsofthe
transportationsystem.   

2. ContextSensitivity.  Inplanningandimplementingstreetprojects departmentsand
agenciesoftheCityofBeaconshallmaintainsensitivitytolocaltraditionsandconditions
inbothresidentialandbusinessdistrictsandshallworkwithresidents, merchants, and
otherstakeholderstoensurethatastrongsenseofplaceandciviccharacteriscreated.   
Simple, costefficient, andhistoricallycompatibledesignsaregenerallypreferredover
complicatedengineeringsolutions.  Improvementsthatwillbeconsideredincludenew
orimprovedsidewalks, crosswalks, shared-usepavementmarkingsandpaths, bicycle
lanes, accessibleramps, curbextensions, refugeislands, trafficcircles, pedestrian
signals, signs, streettrees, landscaping, plantingandgreenrainwaterretentionstrips,  
streetfurniture, bicycleparkingfacilities, publictransit stopsandshelters, on-street
parking, andotherfeaturesassistingintheprovisionoftrafficcalmingandtravelsafety.  

3. RoutinelyAddressedbyAllDepartments.  Allrelevantdepartmentsandagenciesofthe
CityofBeacon, suchtheHighwayDepartment, BuildingDepartment, TrafficSafety
Committee, andPlanningBoard, shallworktowardsmakingCompleteStreetspractices
aregularpartofeverydayoperationsandeveryrelevantprojectandprogram.  TheCity
ofBeaconshallworkincoordinationwithNYSDOT, CountyDPW, theTownofFishkill,  
andotherjurisdictionstomaximizeopportunitiesforCompleteStreetsthroughsuch
projectsasstreetandpavementimprovements, restriping, accessingaboveand
undergroundutilities, signalmodifications, andupgradingoflandscapingandrelated
features.  

4. ConsiderationbyCityBoardsandCommittees.  CityBoardsandCommittees, suchas,  
butnotlimitedto, thePlanningBoard, ZoningBoardofAppeals, TrafficSafety
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CommitteeandtheCityCouncil, shall, reviewthisGuideline, whenapplicableandatthe
earliestpossibletimeduringitsreviewofaproject, toensureconsistencyofthe
proposedprojectormatterunderconsiderationwiththisGuideline.    

5. AllProjectsandPhases.  CompleteStreetsinfrastructureenablingsafetravelalongand
acrosspublicrights-of-wayforallcategories ofusersshallbeincorporatedintoall
planning, funding, design, approval, andimplementationprocessesforany
construction, reconstruction, retrofit, oralteration ofstreets, sidewalks, andother
portionsofthetransportationsystem, exceptforroutinemaintenanceandrepair
projectsorifanexceptionisapprovedviatheprocesssetforthinsectionCofthis
Guidelines.  

B. Implementation

1. PlanConsultationandConsistency.  Planning anddesignofprojectsaffectingthe
transportationsystemshallbeconsistentwithlocalbicycle, pedestrian, transit,  
multimodal, andotherrelevantplans, exceptwheresuchconsistencycannotbe
achievedwithoutnegativeconsequences.  Consistencymaynotberequiredifthehead
oftherelevantdepartmentprovideswrittenjustificationexplainingthebasisofsuch
deviationtotheCityAdministrator.   

2. StreetNetworkConnectivity. TheCityofBeaconshallincorporateCompleteStreets
infrastructureintoexistingstreetstoencouragealternatemeansoftransportationand
improvethesafetyandconvenienceofusers, withtheparticulargoalsofcreatinga
connectednetworkoffacilitiesaccommodatingallcategoriesofusersandincreasing
connectivityacrossjurisdictionalboundariesforexistingandplannedareasoftravel.  

3. Evaluation. Allrelevantagenciesordepartmentsshallperformevaluationsofhowwell
thestreetsandtransportationnetworkoftheCityofBeaconareservingallcategories
ofusers bycollectingdataoncurrentconditionsandcollectingfollow-updataona
regularbasis. Suchevaluationsshallincludelocation, lengthandconditionofsidewalks,  
lengthandconditionofbicycletravelaccommodations, inventoryofbicycleparking
opportunities, inventoryofmarkedcrosswalks, inventoryofbusshelters, etc.  The
evaluationsaretobeconductedatintervalsofnotmorethanthreeyearsapart.  

C. Exceptions

ApprovalforExceptions.  Departments thatseekCompleteStreetsexceptionsmust
providewrittenfindingsofwhyaccommodationshavenotbeenincludedintheproject,  
whichmustbeapprovedbytheCityAdministrator (exceptforitem7below).  Exceptions
maybeconsideredwhen:   
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1. Aprojectunderconsiderationprohibits, bylaw, specifiedtypesof
transportation, inwhichcasegreatereffortshallbemadetoaccommodate
thosetransportationtypesnearbythefacilityunderconsideration;  

2. Thecostsofprovidingaccommodationareexcessivelydisproportionateto
theneedorprobableuse;   

3. Theexistingandplannedpopulation, employmentdensities, trafficvolumes,  
orlevelofbusortrainservicearoundaparticularfacilityissolowasto
demonstrateanabsenceofcurrentandfutureneed;   

4. Theactivities areroutinemaintenancethatdonotchangethefacility's
operations, suchasmowing, sweeping, andspotpavementrepair. Capital
roadmaintenanceprojects: (e.g. resurfacing, pavementmarkings, overlays,  
etc.) arenotexempted, astheymayprovideopportunitiesforimprovements
toshoulderwidthsand/orconditions, pavementmarkings, andsignage;  

5. Thereisareasonableandequivalentprojectnearthefacilityunder
considerationthatisalreadyprogrammedtoprovidetheaccommodations
promotedbythisGuideline;   

6. Theaccommodationsarenotpractical inthecontextoftheprojectunder
consideration; or

7. Initsreviewofaproject, thePlanningBoard, ZoningBoardofAppealsorCity
CouncilhasdeterminedthatthisGuideline, inpartorinitsentirety, cannot
beimplemented.  Insuchcase, awrittenstatementexplainingtheBoard’s
rationalemustbeadoptedandprovidedtotheCityAdministrator, City
EngineerandHighwaySuperintendent.  
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